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The agency proposa follows:

SUmmary

At N.JA.C. 523-220(b), the Uniforom Congruction Code (UCC) requires
quaified individuads (specid ingpectors) to independently verify that certain work in
Class | buildings has been completed in accordance with Chepter 17 of the building
subcode, entitted “Structurd Tests and Specid Ingpections”  This involves certain
components of condruction that are criticd to the long-teem safety of the building,
including, but not limited to, welding and high grength bolts in dructura sted, concrete
footings and sructurd members, masonry congruction, dte soil  conditions and the
placement of fill and pile foundations. As Stated above, the rules currently require thet
these agpects of condruction in Class | (large and complex) buildings be witnessed, but
the rules do not address the qudifications of these specid ingpectors. It is essentid that
the people witnessing those inspections be qudified to do so. Because of the nature of
this work, these qudifications go beyond what might reasonably be expected or required
of the average building ingpector. Similar requirements for specid ingpector licensing
are common in other parts of the country. And the Internationd Codes Council has a
testing program available for specia inspectors.

A section-by-section summary of the proposd follows:
1. At NJA.C. 523220, entitted “Tests and gpecia ingpections,” the proposed
amendments would require that specid ingpectors be certified in a specific area of



congruction.  In addition, the proposed amendments would require that New Jersey
licensed professond engineers supervise specid ingpections for soil conditions and pile
foundeations.
2. At N.JA.C. 5:23-3.14(b)15ii, entitled “Building subcode,” the proposed amendment
would require that specid ingpections for Class | buildings be peformed by certified
individuals. At N.JA.C. 5:23-3.14(b)15iv, the proposed amendment would insart new
Section 1703.1.4 of the building subcode, entitled “Certification,” to require that
agoproved agencies employ personnd who are certified to conduct, supervise, and
evauate tests or ingpections.
3. At NJA.C. 5:23-5.3(a)4, the proposed amendments lig the categories of specid
ingoectors as follows  sructura sted and welding specid inspector, concrete specid
ingpector, dructurd masonry  specid  inspector, Spray-gpplied  fireproofing  specid
ingpector, and exterior insulation finish system specid ingpector.
4. At N.JA.C. 5:23-54, the proposed amendments would provide that specia inspectors
ae required to be certified in accordance with the adminidtrative provisons of the
Uniform Congtruction Code within one year from the date of adoption. In addition, the
proposed amendments would provide that individuds must be certified to perform specid
inspections for a specific areaof congruction.
5. New section N.JA.C. 5:23-5.19G, entitled “Specid inspector requirements,” would
require that applicants who wish to be certified as specid ingpectors meet the applicable
experience and education requirements.  In addition, the proposed new rule would
provide that licensure as a professona engineer may be accepted in lieu of the
experience, education, and examination requirements provided the licensee has fidd
experience in the specific area of congdruction for which the specid inspector certification
is being sought.
6. At N.JA.C. 5:23-5.21, the proposed amendments would revise the title of the section
to “Renewa of license or cetification” and would require that applicants for specid
ingoector  cetification renewd obtan a minimum of .5 Continuing Education Units
(CEUS). In addition, the proposed amendments would include an exception to the CEU
requirement for individuas who are licensed as professond engineers.
7. At N.JA.C. 5:23-5.22, entitled “Fees,” the proposed amendment would require a nor+
refundable application fee of $65.00 for the specia ingpector certification.
8. New section N.JA.C. 5:23-523B, entitled “Examination requirements for specid
ingoectors,” would ligt the required examinations for gpplicants who wish to obtain the
gpecid inspector certification.  Applicants may access the exams on the webdstes for the
International Code Council, the Association of Wal and Celing Indudries, and the
Exterior Design Indtitute.

As the Depatment has provided a 60-day comment period on this notice of
proposd, this notice is exempt from the rulemaking caendar requirement, pursuant to
N.JA.C. 1:30-3.3(a)5.

Social Impact
By edablishing certification requirements for specid ingpectors, the proposed
amendments would ensure that specid ingpectors are qudified to verify that certain work
in Class | buildings has been completed in accordance with the UCC. In addition, the
proposed amendments would have a pogtive socid impact by promoting a more uniform
and cons stent enforcement of the UCC.
Economic Impact
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The Depatment anticipates that the proposed amendments and new rules would
have a pogtive economic impact on speciad inspectors who obtain the specid ingpector
certification by the effective date of the requirements and a negative economic impact on
those specia inspectors who do not.

Jobs Impact

The Department does not anticipate that any jobs would be created or lost as a
result of the proposed amendments.

Agriculture Industry Impact

The Department does not anticipate that the proposed amendments would have
any impact on the agriculture industry.

Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

Some specid inspectors who would be affected by the proposed amendments
might be condgdered “smdl busnesses’ as defined by the Regulatory Hexibility Act at
N.JSA. 52:14B-16 e s=q. Although the proposed amendments and new rules would
edablish certification requirements for specid inspectors, they do not otherwise impose
recordkeeping, reporting, or compliance requirements or require additiona professond
sarvices for the businesses.

Smart Growth Impact
The Department does not anticipate that the proposed amendments would have
any impact upon ether the achievement of "smart growth" or implementation of the State
Development and Redevel opment Plan.

Full text of the proposal follows (additions indicated in boldface thus; deletions
indicated in brackets [thug]):

5:23-2.20 Tests and special inspections

(& (Nochange)

(b) All specid ingpections, as provided in the building subcode, shal apply to
Class | buildings. A specid ingpector shal be independent of the contractor and shal ke
responsble to the building owner or building owner's agent. Special inspectors shall be
certified in the appropriate specialty.

1. Special ingpections for soil conditions and pile foundations shall be

performed under the direct supervision of a New Jersey licensed engineer.

(©) - (&) (Nochange)

5:23-3.14 Building Subcode
(& (Nochange)
(b) The fallowing chapters of the building subcode are modified as follows.
1. - 14. (No change)
15. Chapter 17, Structural Tests and Specia Inspections, shdl be amended
asfollows
i. (No change))
ii. Section 1702.1, Generd, shal be amended as follows:
In the title, “/Specid Inspector” shdl be inserted after
“Agency.” In the firs sentence, “or design professond acting as the approved agency”
shdl be inseted after “agency.” At the end of the definition add the sentence
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“Special inspectors shall be certified in accordance with the administrative
provisons of the Uniform Construction Code.”

iii. (No change)

iv. Add new section 1703.1.4 asfollows:
1703.1.4 Certification. An approved agency shall employ personnd certified in
accordance with the adminigtrative provisons of the Uniform Construction Code, to
conduct, supervise and evaluate tests or inspections.

5:23-5.3 Types of licenses
(@ Rules concerning code enforcement licensure categories are:
1. - 3. (No change))
4. Special ingpector certifications: Subject to the requirements of this
subchapter, persons may apply for and may be certified in the following specialties:

i. Structural sted and wdding special inspector:  Structural
sed and welding special ingpectors are authorized to carry out field ingpections
pur suant to section 1704.3 of the building subcode.

ii Concrete special ingpector: Concrete special inspectors are
authorized to carry out field ingpections pursuant to section 1704.4 of the building
subcode.

iii. Structural masonry special inspector: Structural masonry
special inspectors are authorized to carry out field inspections pursuant to section
1704.5 of the building subcode.

iv.  Spray-applied fireproofing special inspector: Spray-
applied fireproofing special inspectors are authorized to carry out fiedd inspections
pur suant to section 1704.11 of the building subcode.

v. Exterior insulation finish system (EIFS) special inspector:
EIFS special ingpectors are authorized to carry out fidd inspections pursuant to
section 1704.12 of the building subcode.

5:23-5.4 Licensesrequired

(@ - (e) (No change.)

(f) Effective [insert date—one year from date of adoption], special inspectors
shall be certified in accordance with the administrative provisons of the Uniform
Congruction Code. No person shall act as a gspecial inspector to enforce any
provison of the building subcode for which this chapter has established a
certification requirement unless that person has received the certification required
by theserulesfor that specialty.

Redesignate (f) as (g) (No changein text.)

5:23-5.19G Special | nspector requirements

() A candidate for a sructural sted and weding special inspector
certification, concrete special inspector certification, or structural masonry special
inspector certification shall meet one of the following educational or experience

requirements:
1. Graduation from an accredited ingitution of higher learning with

an associates degree (2 years) in engineering or in engineering technology, or in any
3




other major area of study sSgnificantly related to sructural engineering; and two
year s of experiencein a skilled trade directly related to the specific specialty: or

2. Possession of a current New Jersey license as an engineer .

(b) A candidate for a spray-applied fireproofing special inspector
certification shall meet one of the following educational or experience requirements:

1. Graduation from an accredited ingitution of higher learning with
an associates degree (2 vears) in architecture or engineering or in architecture
technology or engineering technology, or in any other major area of sudy
sgnificantly related to fire protection; and two years of experience in a skilled trade
directly related to the specific specialty; or

2. Possession of acurrent New Jersey license as an engineer: or

3. Licensed as a building inspector with a ecialty in high-rise and
high hazard structures (H.H.S.) or asafire protection ingpector H.H.S.

(c) A candidate for an exterior insulation finish sysem (EIFS) special
ingpector certification shall meet one of the following educational or experience
reguirements:

1. Graduation from an accredited ingtitution of higher learning with
an associates degree (2 years) in architecture or engineering or in architecture
technology or engineering technology, or in any other major area of sudy
sgnificantly related to fire protection; and two years of experience in a skilled trade
directly related to the specific specialty; or

2. Possession of a current New Jersey license as an engineer: or

3. Licensed asa building inspector with a specialty in high-rise and
high hazard structures (H.H.S)).

(d) A candidate for a special ingpectors certification shall also meet the
following requirement:

1. Successful completion of an examination as required by N.J.A.C.
5:23-5.23B wher e applicable; or

2. Possession of a current New Jersey license as an engineer with
experiencein the fied for which special ingpection certification is being sought.

5:23-5.21 Renewal of License or Certification
(@ — (¢) (No change))
(d) Continuing education requirements are as follows:

1. Thefollowing continuing education requirements are based upon the type(s) of
licensy(s) held, and not upon employment positions held. Continuing Education Units
(CEUS) will be subject to approva by the Bureau of Code Services. One CEU equals 10
contact hours. CEUswill be awarded both for technical and for administrative licenses.

i.—1ii. (No change.)
iv. Special inspector Certifications- .5 CEU Technical
(1) No CEUsarerequired for certification renewal of special
inspectorsthat arein possession of a current New Jersey license as an engineer.
2.—6. (No change.)
(€) — (9) (No change)

5:23-5.22 Fees



(& No application for alicense shdl be acted upon unless said application is
accompanied by a nonrefundable fee as specified heran.
1. A nonrefundable application fee of $65.00 shal be charged in each of the
following ingances.
I.—1ii. (No change.)
iv. Application for Special Inspector certification.

5:23-5.23B Examination requirementsfor special inspectors

(a) Applicants for certification as special ingpectors shall demonstrate
competence by successful completion of the reevant examinations of the
I nter national Code Council. Requirements for specific certifications are as follows:

i. Examination requirements for reinforced concrete special
inspector: Successful completion of reinforced concrete special inspectors
examination and the prestressed concr ete special ingpector s examination.

ii. Examination requirements for sructural masonry special
ingpector:  Successful completion of structural  masonry special  inspectors
examination

Jil. Examination requirements for structural sted and welding
special inspector:  Successful completion of structural sted and welding special
ingpector s examination.

iv. Examination reguirements for spray-applied fireproofing
special ingpector:  Successful completion of spray-applied fireproofing special
ingpector s examination.

v. Examination requirements for Exterior Insulation Finish
System special inspector:  Certification in the EIFS inspection Program of the
Asociation of the Wall and Caelling Indugtries (AWCI) or a Certified EIFS
inspector by the Exterior Design I nstitute.




